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To vex foe more, he took afreak 
To flit my tongue, and make me fpeak. Swift. 

To Freak, v. a. [A word, I fuppofe, Scotch, brought into 
England by Thomfon.] To variegate; to checquer. 

There furry nations harbour : 

Sables of gloffy black, and dark embrown’d, 

Or beauteous, freak'd with many a mingled hue. Thomfon. 
Fre'akish. adj. [from freak.] Capricious; humourfome. 

It may be a queftion, whether the wife or the woman was 
the moro freakijh of the two ; for {he was {fill the fame uneafy 
fop. L’EjIrange , Fable 173. 

Fre'akishly. adv. [from freakijh.] Capricioufly; humoui- 
fomely. 

Fre'akishness. n.f [from freakijh .] Capricioufnels ; nu- 
mourfomnefs; whimficalnefs. 

ToFream. v. n. [ fremere , Lat. fremir , French.] 1 o growl 
or grunt as a boar. Bailey. 

FRE'CKLE. n.f. [ flech , a fpot, German; whence fleckle y 
freckle.'] 

1 . A fpot raifed in the {kin by the fun. 

Ruddy his lips, and freflh and fair his hue; 

Some fprinkled freckles on his face were feen, 

Whofe dufk fet off the whitenefs of the (kin. Dryden. 

2. Any finall fpot or difcoloration. 

The cowflips tall her penfioners be; 

In their gold coats fpots you fee: 

Thofe be rubies fairy favours ; 

In thofe freckles live their favours. Sh. Midf. Night’s Dream. 
The farewel frofts and eafterly winds now fpot your tulips; 
therefore cover fuch with mats, to prevent freckles. Evelyn. 
Fre'ckled. adj. [from freckle.] Spotted; maculated; difco- 
loured with fmall fpots. 

Sometimes we’ll angle at the brook. 

The freckled trout to take 

With filken worms. Drayton’s Cynthia. 

The even mead, that erft brought fweetly forth 
The freckled cowflip, 

Wanting the fey the, all uncorreded, rank. 

Conceives by idlenefs. Shakefpeare’s Henry V» 

Now thy face charms ev’ry {hepherd. 

Spotted over like a leopard ; 

And, thy freckled neck difplay’d. 

Envy breeds in ev’ry maid. , Swift, 

Fre'ckly. adj. [from freckle.] Full of freckles. 

Fred. The fame with peace; upon which our forefathers 
called their fanduaries fredjlole , i. e. the feats of peace. So 
Frederic is powerful, or wealthy in peace; Winfred , victorious 
peace ; Reinfred , fmcere peace. Gibfon’s Camden. 

FREE. adj. [ppeah, Saxon ; vry , Dutch.] 

1. At liberty; notavaffal; not enflaved; not a prifoner; not 
dependant. 

Do faithful homage, and recei so free honours, 

All which we pine for now. Shakefpeare’s Macbeth. 

A free nation is that which has never been conquered, or 
thereby entered into any conditions of fubjedion. 'Temple. 
Free , what, and fetter’d with fo many chains ? Dryden. 
How can we think any one freer than to have the power 
to do what he will ? ^ Locke. 

This wretched body trembles at your pow’r: 

Thus far could fortune; but {he can no more : 

Free to herfelf my potent mind remains. 

Nor fears the vidor’s rage, nor feels his chains. Prior. 

Set an unhappy prif’ner free, . 

Who ne’er intended harm to thee. Prior. 

2. Uncompelled ; unreftrained. 

Their ufe of meats was not like unto our ceremonies, that 
being a matter of private adion in common life, where every 
man was free to order that which himfelf did ; but this is a 
publick conftitution for the ordering of the church. Hooker. 

It was free , and in my choice whether or no I {hould pub- 
lifh thefe difeourfes; yet the publication being once refolved, 
the dedication was not fo indifferent. South. 

3. Not bound by fate ; not neceffitated. 

F reely they flood who flood, and fell who fell. 

Not free , what proof could they have giv n fmcere 
Of true allegiance, conftant faith, or love. 

Where only what they needs muft do, appear d ; 

Not what they would ? Milton s Paradife Lojl , b. 111. 

4. Permitted; allowed. 

Why, fir, I pray, are not the ftreets as free 
For me as for you ? Shakefp. Taming of the Shrew. 

DeTaming as impure what God declares 
Pure; and commands to fome, leaves free to all. Milton. 

5. Licentious; unreftrained. 

O confpiracy! 

Sham’ft thou to {hew thy dang’rous brow by night. 

When evils are moft free? Shak. Julius Cafar. 

Phyficians are too free upon thefubjed, in the converfation 
©f their friends. . # Temple. 

The criticks have been very free in their cenfures. Felton. 

I know there are to whofe prefumptuous thoughts 
Thofe freer beauties, ev’n in them, feem faults. Pope. 


6; Open; ingenuoiis. 

’Tis not to make me jealous; 

To fay my wife is fair, feeds well, loves compatiy, 

Is free of fpeech, fings, plays, and dances well, 

Where virtue is, thefe make more virtuous. Shak. Othello. 

Caftalio, I have doubts within my heart; 

Will you bo free and candid to your friend ? Otway’s Orp.h. 

7. Acquainted; converfingwithout referve. 

Being one day very free at a great feaft, he fuddenly broke 
forth into a great {laughter. Hakewill on Providence. 

Free and familiar with misfortune grow. 

Be us’d to forrow, and inur’d to woe. Prior. 

8. Liberal; not parfimonious. 

Glo’fter too, a foe to citizens, 

O’ercharging your free purfes with large fines. 

That feeks to overthrow religion. Shakefpeare s Henry VI. 

No ftatute in his favour fays. 

How free or frugal I {hall pafs my days ; 

I, who at fometimes fpend as others {pare. Pope’s Horace. 
Alexandrian verfes, of twelve fyllables, fhould never be 
allowed but when fome remarkable beauty or propriety in them 
atones for the liberty: Mr. Dryden has been too free of thefe 
in his latter works. Pope. 

9. Frank; not gained by importunity ; notpurchafed. 

We wanted words to exprefs our thanks: his noble free 
offers left us nothing to a Ik. Bacon’s New Atlantis, 

10. Clear from diftrefs. 

Who alone fuffers, fuffers moft i’ th’ mind, 

Leavingyhv? things and happy {hows behind. Shak. K. Lear. 

11. Guiltlefs; innocent. 

Make mad the guilty, and appall the free , 

Confound the ign’rant. Shakefpeare’s Hamlet. 

My hands are guilty, but my heart is free. Dryden. 

12. Exempt. 

Thefe 

Are fuch allow’d infirmities, that honefty 

Is never free of. Shakefpeare’s Winter’s Tale. 

Who fears not to do ill, yet fears the name; 

And free from confcience, is a flave to fame. Denham, 
Let envy, then, thofe crimes within you fee, 

From which the happy never muft be free. Dryden. 

Their fteeds around. 

Free from the harnefs, graze the flow’ry ground. Dryden. 
The will, free from the determination of fuch defires, is 
left to the purfuit of nearer fatisfadions. Lode, 

13. Invefted with franchifes; poffeffing any thing without vaf- 
falage ; admitted to the privileges of any body. 

He therefore makes all birds of every fed 1 

Free of his farm, with promife to refped > 

Their feveral kinds alike, and equally proted. Dryden. ) 
Friend! 

What do’ft thou make a-fiiipbonrd ? To what end 
Art thou of Bethlem’s noble college free ? 

Stark-flaring mad, that thou fhou’dfl tempt the fea? Dryd. 

14. Without expence; by charity, as a freefchool. 

To Free. v. a. [from the adjedive.] 

1. To fet at liberty; to refeue from flavery or captivity; to 
manumit; to loofe. 

The child was prifoner to the womb, and is 
By law and procefs of great nature thence 
Free’d and enfranchis’d ; not a party to 
The anger of the king, nor guilty of, . . 

If any be, the trefpafs of the queen. Shakef. Winter* Tale. 
He recovered the temple, free’d the city, and upheld the 
laws which were going down. 2 Mac. 11. 22. 

Can’ft thou no other mafter underftand, 

Than him that free’d thee by the pretor’s wand ? Dryden. 

Should thy coward tongue 
Spread its cold poifon through the martial throng, 

My jav’lin {hall revenge fo bafe a part, 

And free the foul that quivers in thy heart. P°P e ' 

2. To rid from ; to clear from any thing ill. 

It is no marvail, that he could think of no better way to 
be free’d of thefe inconveniencies the paffions of thofe meet¬ 
ings gave him, than to diffolve them. Clarendon. 

Hercules , 

Free’d Erymanthus from the foaming boar. f Dryden. 

Our land is from the rage of tygers free’d. DryaensVuZ- 

3. To clear from impediments or obftrudions. 

The chafte Sibylla {hall your fteps convey, 

And blood of offer’d vidims free the way. Dry 0 • 

Fierce was the fight; but haft’ning to his prey, 

By force the furious lover free’d his way. 0 

4. Tobanifh; to fend away; to rid. 

We may again 

Give to our tables meat, fleep to our nights. 

Free from our feafts and banquets bloody knives, o hacej t e 

5. To exempt. • - 

Ftor he that is dead is frec’d from fin. Rom. • / 

6. To unlock; to open. 

This mafter-key _ , 

Frees every lock, and leads us to his perfon. , rye 

FREEBOOTt*'. 


Freebo'oter. n.f [free and booty.] A robber 5 a plunderer; 
a pillager. 

The Rentiflimen, perceiving that Perkin was hot followed 
fry any Englifti of name, and that his forces confided moftly 
of bafe people and freebooters, fitter to fpoil a coaft than to 
recover a kingdom, profeffed their loyalty to thfe king. Bacon. 

The fearl of Warwick had, as often as he met with any 
Irifti frigates, or fuch freebooters as failed under their com- 
miffion, taken all the feamen who became prifoners to them 
of that nation, and bound them back to back, and thrown 
them overboard into the fea. Clarendon , b. viii. 

Freeboo'ting. n.f Robbery; plunder; the ad of pil¬ 


laging. 


"Under it he may cleanly convey any fit pillage, that cometh 
handfomely in his way;, and when he goeth abroad in the 
night on freebooting, it is his beft and fureft friend. Spenfer. 

Fre'eborn. n.f. [free and born ] Not a flave; inheriting 
liberty. 

O bafenefs, to fupport a tyrant’s throne, 

And crufh y our freeborn brethren of the world ! Dryden. 
I fhall fpeak my thoughts like a freeborn fubjed, fuch 
things perhaps as no Dutch commentator could, and I 
am fure no Frenchman durft. Dryden s FEn. Dedication. 

Shall freeborn men, in humble awe, 

Submit to fervile ftiame; 

Who from confent and cuftom draw 

The fame right to be rul’d by law, 

Which kings pretend to reign ? Dryden. 

Freecha'ppel. n.f [free and chappel.] Such chappels as are 
of the king’s foundation, and by him exempted from the jurif- 
didion of the ordinary. The king may alfo licenfe a fubjed 
to found fuch a chappel, and by his charter exempt it from 
the ordinary’s vifitation. Cowel. 

Fre'ecost. n.f. [free and cojld] Without expence; free from, 
charges. 

We muft not vouch any man for an exad mafter in the 
rules of our modern policy, but fuch a one as has brought 
himfelf fo far to hate and defpife the abfurdity of being kind 
U P on freecojl, as not fo much as to tell a friend what it is 
o’clock for nothing. South’s Sermons. 

Fre'edman. n.f [freed and man.] A flave manumitted, 
Libertus. 

The freedman joftles, and will be preferr’d ; 

Firft come, firft ferv’d, he cries. Dryden’s Juv . Sat. 1. 

Fre'edom. n.f. [from free.] 

1. Liberty; exemption from fervitude; independence. 

The laws themfelves they do fpecially rage at, as moft re¬ 
pugnant to their liberty and natural freedom. Spenfer on Ireland. 

O freedom! firft delight of human kind ! 

Not that which bondmen from their mafters find. 


'1 he privilege of doles; nor yet t’ inferibe 
Their names in this or t’other Roman tribe: 


That falfe enfranchifement with eafe is found ; 

Slaves are made citizens by turning round. Dryden’s Perf. 

2. Privileges; franchifes; immunities. 

By our holy Sabbath have I fworn 
To have the due and forfeit of my bond : 

If you deny it, let the danger light 

Upon your charter, and your City’s freedom. Shakefpeare. 

3. i ower of enjoying franchifes. 

This prince firft gave freedom to fervants, fo as to become 
citizens of equal privileges with the reft, which very much 
increafed tne power of the people. Swift. 

4 - Exemption from fate, neceffity, or predetermination: 

. I elfe muft change 

J heir nature, and revoke the high decree 
Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain’d 
1 new freedom ; they themfelves ordain’d their fall. Milton. 
n every, fin, by how much the more free will is in its 
oice, by fo much is the ad the more finful; and where there 
s not ing to importune, urge, or provoke the will to any ad, 

about‘that° a a “ h ‘ Sher and perfeaer de f ee J>1 freedom 

5- Unreftraint. ‘ ^outh s Sermons. 

1 will that all the feafts and fabbaths fhall be all days of 

6. f °v tHe JeWS in my realm - 1 x - 

nicnce ft f be '" S W ‘ th ° Ut P articular evil or inconve- 

7 - Eafe or facility in doing or fhowing any thin*. 

S° TEI> - aij - lfree and Not restrained in the 


We Will fetters put upon this fear, 

Freehe ‘arted % 7j; tOO /; ee f 00ted : . Shnkefpenre's Hamlet. 
ftrained h [/ ™ and W J ^beral 3 unre. 

Love mu 0. freehearted be, and voluntary: 


fee; fee-tail, or for life. Freehold in law is the right that £ 
man has to fuch land or tenements before his entry or feifure. 
Freehold is fometimes taken in oppofition to villenage. Land, 
in the time of the Saxons, was called either bockland, that is, 
holden by book or'writing, or foleland, that is, hol'den with¬ 
out writing. Th'e former was held by far better conditions^ 
and by the better fort of ten antsy as noblemen and gentlemen, 
being fuch as we now cal \ freehold. The latter was cbmmonly 
in the poffeflibn of clowns, being that which we now call at 
the will of the lord. Cowel. 

No alienation of lands holden in chief {hould be available, 
touching the freehold ox inheritance thereof, but only where it 
were made by matter of record, to be found in fome of her 
majefty’s treafuries. Bacon’s Office of Alienation. 

There is an unfpeakable pleafure in calling any thing one’s 
own : a freehold^ though it be but in ice and fnow, will make 
the owner pleafed in the pofleflion, and flout in the defence of 
it. ‘ Addifon’s Freeholder; N°. i. 

My friends here are very few, and fixed to the freehold\ 
from whence nothing but death will remove them. Swift. 

I iholild be glad to poflefs a freehold that could not be taker! 
from mb by any law to which I did not give my own confent. 

Swift to Lord Middleton. 
Freeholder, n.f [from freehold.] One who has a free¬ 
hold. . 

As extortion did .banifti the old Englifh freeholder , who 
could not live but under the law; fo the Jato did banifti the 
Irifti lord, who could not live but by extortion. Davies. 
Free'lv. adv. [from free.] 

1. At liberty; without vaffalage; without flavery; without de- 
pendance. 

2. Without reftraint; laviflhly. 

If my ton were my hufband, I would freelier rejoice in that 
abfence wherein he won honour, than in the embracements 
of his Bed, where he would {hew moft love. Shakefp. Coriolaiu 
I pledge your grace ; and if you knew what pains 
I have beftow’d to breed this prefent peace. 

You would drink freely. Shakef Henry \W 

3. Without fcruple; without referve. 

Let fuch -teach others who themfelves excel. 

And cenfure freely who have written well. Pope’s EJf. on Crit. 

4. "Without impediment. 

T o follow rather the Goths in rhyming than the Greeks iii 
true verfifying, were even to eat acorns with fwine, when we 
may freely eat wheat-bread among men. Afcham’s Scboolmafcr. 
The path to peace is virtue : what I fliow, 

Thyfelf may freely on thyfelf beftow: 

Fortune was never worfhipp’d by the wife ; 

tx? U u’ fet al ° ft by fools5 ufur P s the {Eies. Dryden’s Juv . Sat, 

5. Without neceffity; without predetermination. 

Freely they flood who flood, and fell who fell. Milton. 
He leaves us to chufe with the liberty of reafonable beings : 
they who comply with his grace/comply with it freely; and 
they wno rejea it, do alfo freely rejed it. Rogers’s Sermons. 

6. Frankly ; liberally. 

By nature all things have an equally common ufe : nature 
freely and indifferently opens the bofom of the univerfe to all 
man in . South’s Sermons . 

f opontaneoufly; of its own accord. 

Ire'eman. n. f. [ free and man.] 

1. One not a flave; not a vaffal. 

■ Had you rather Casfar were living, and die all flaves, tLari 
that Lasfar were dead, to live all freemen ? Shakefp. J u l. Cafar 
l H t0 _ br . eak j o° f e from the condud of reafoh, and to wan^ 
that reftraint of examination and judgment which keeps us 
from chuhng or doing the worfe, be liberty, true liberty, mad 
men and fools are only the freemen. Locke 

2. One partaking of rights, privileges, or immunities. 

He made us freemen of the continent. 

Whom nature did like captives treat before. Dryden. 

vNNi ,h i S • Un i 0n u ^ as is ex P re ^d in the pteceding 
verfe, by their both having been made freemen on the 

17 .. _ Addifon’s Remarks on Italy. 

^ load o^care 0, ^ ^ Uncoilftrai ned; without 

To befreeminried, and cheerfully diipofed at hours of meat, 
fleep, and exercife, is one of the beft precepts of long lafting! 

Fre'eness. n.f. [from free.] B “ m 3- 

1. The ftate or quality of being free. 

2. Opennefs; unrefervednefs; Ingenuoufnefs; candour. 

the confemot ^ * he P ‘ eafe ’ **fi**fi of 

3. Generality ; liberality. Drydcn ' 

I hope it will never be faid that the laity, who bv the clerav 

are taught to be charitable, fhall in their corporations exceed 

the clergy itfelf, and their Tons, in freenefs of g viT ZTd 
Freescho'ol. n. r. f free ami cL./.f a /, ‘, <? . f rat - 

ing is given f 1 WhlCh learn ' 

'I o give a civil education to the youth of this land in the 

9 time 
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